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 English III: Evaluating 
Theme Development in 

Poetry



 
Lesson: April 23, 2020

Learning Target(s):  

● Students will evaluate the development of theme(s) 
in poetry



Bell Ringer:



Learn:

● Watch the following video which guides you through 
identifying themes in a poem as well as establishing tone. 

● Use this acronym POETS to work your way through a poem 
in order to gain a broader meaning of the poet’s message.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MsGpmbwiuaM&t=106s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lk-_CV8DToAzNm3tD_oOEXaxX2-G3rcciD8yr4pqy-Y/edit


Practice:

● Closely read the short poem, “My Papa’s Waltz.” 
● Follow the instructions within the document to break down the main ideas 

within the poem and arrive at a theme(s).

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y63KECk8sU-5jwcyaJxbFLADeqJhoDJxyM609-iMIKs/edit


Practice Answer Key:

●  Answer key for, “My Papa’s Waltz.”

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15T_T6cABR6Q1KchFThCUCsENdB0s7aotNdiIoYKp2fw/edit


If you want to learn more...Additional Resource:

For an additional analysis of the poem, “My Papa’s Waltz,” read the 
following interpretation. It will definitely give you a different 

perspective of the themes in the poem. It’s all about interpretation.

Interpretation

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1We8-gnT2LGaFd9864B_tuHuTVEYod-8VMEu5Wglmm5g/edit

